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saying is that those of us who lived 
through the events and followed them in 
the media will be aware of the lie he is tell- 
ing in JFK The young, bom long after the 
events, will believe that lie. 

Michael L. Nardacci 
Albany 


Kennedy: The Movie 

In his essay on Oliver Stone’s film JFK, 
Lance Morrow coined a new term — the 
King Richard Effect — to describe the pro- 
cess by which propaganda rewrites history 
[Essay, Dec. 23]. Let’s hope the term 
catches on. If every student learns about 
the King Richard Effect in history class, 
then maybe Richard III will be remem- 
bered not as a hunchback child killer but 
as a man whose reputation was savaged 
when none of his family or friends were 
alive to set the record straight. And maybe 
a few students will be driven to try to dis- 
cover the man behind the myth. In the 
process, they’ll learn that his brief reign 
produced some of the basic legal princi- 
ples we claim as our heritage, such as the 
right to post bail. 

Laura Blanchard , Publicity Chairman 
Richard III Society, American Branch 
Cranbury, N.J. 

It may be that Stone’s grip on reality 
has been loosened by the drugs he admits 
to having taken during the ’ 60 s and ’ 70 s. I 
grew up in those decades and don’t recall 
the “civil war” he refers to. The director’s 
dark, paranoiac view of order and author- 
ity has led him on another wild-goose 
chase of America bashing and hate-foster- 
ing propaganda. With each film, his credi- 
bility slides, Oscars and all. 

Daniel Davis 
Arcadia, Calif. 

In his interview with Time, filmmaker 
Stone revealed his actual intention in 
making JFK in his oh-so-politically-cor- 
rect comment about reaction to his film: 
“I think older white males will have a ma- 
jor problem with it. I think the younger 
generation will be more ODen.” What he is 
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